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1. Introduction 
 

Background 
 
During school session 2018/2019, the pupil roll at Limerigg Primary School fell to just 5 pupils after a 

prolonged period of declining numbers. Following a consultation with affected parents and the school 

community, it was agreed that Limerigg Primary School would be mothballed, subject to an annual 

review of demand for pupil places, and that Slamannan Primary School would become the proxy 

catchment school for the area. 

Two years on, the primary age population in the Limerigg Primary School Catchment area has not 

changed, with the prospect of declining numbers over the coming 5 years. 

Following discussion at the Education, Children and Young People Executive on the 26th January 

2021, it was agreed to progress with a formal statutory consultation on a proposal to permanently 

close Limerigg Primary School. 

Proposal 
 
It is proposed that Limerigg Primary School be permanently closed.  

The details of the proposal can be read in the consultation proposal document which is attached as 

Appendix C.   

Purpose of Consultation Report 
 
The closure of a school requires a formal consultation to be carried out in accordance with the 

Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010. This report documents the formal consultation 

undertaken on this proposal between Monday 8th February and Thursday 2nd April 2021.  

Timelines  
 

• The Consultation was over a 8 week period from the Monday 8th February and Thursday 2nd 

April 2021 

• Education Scotland reported back on the educational aspects of the proposal on the 30th April 

2021 

• This Consultation Report was published online on the 10th May 2021 

Consultees  
 
During the consultation period, views were sought from a range of stakeholders and interested parties 

who were contacted by email (unless otherwise stated):  

• Parents of all primary and nursery pupils who live within the catchment of Limerigg Primary 

School and/or attend Slamannan Primary School (138 families).  

• The Staff at Slamannan Primary School 

• The Slamannan and Limerigg Community Council  

• The 2 school staff trade unions (EIS and GMB) 

• The Parent Council of Slamannan Primary School 

• All 110 households in the Limerigg Primary School Catchment (by post)  

• The wider public (via the Council’s website and an advert in the Falkirk Herald) 
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All those consulted were invited to respond in writing, by e-mail or through the online consultation hub 

at say.falkirk.gov.uk and to attend the public meeting that was held during the consultation period.   
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2. Response to Consultation 

 

Summary  
 
There were 10 responses to the consultation from 9 individuals and 1 Community Council. 9 were 

through the online consultation hub and 1 via e-mail. These are summarised in this report and can be 

read in full in Appendix A.  

The written responses were received though the online consultation hub and e-mail. They are 

summarised by category in the following table 1 below:  

Table 1: Total number of respondents by category  

Type of Respondent Number of Responses 

Individuals 9 

Groups/Organisations 1 

Total 10 

 

Table 2: All Responses 

Respondents 
Number of 
Responses  

A parent of an early years or primary aged child affected by the proposal 2 

Community Council 1 

Local Resident 2 

Staff 5 

Total 10 

 

Response Analysis  
 

Consultees were asked the question: Do you agree with the proposal to permanently close Limerigg 

primary School. 8 (80%) of the respondents agreed with the proposal with 2 (20%) disagreed with the 

proposal.  

Table 3: All responses 

Responses 
Number of 
Responses 

% 

I agree to the proposal 8 80% 

I disagree with the proposal  2 20% 

Total 10 100% 

 

Analysis of the responses by respondents is shown in table 4.  
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Table 4: Responses by respondents  

Respondents 

  
For Proposal 

Against 
Proposal 

Parent 2  

Community Council 1  

Local Resident  2 

Staff 5  

Total 8 2 

 

Responses from individuals 
There were 9 responses from individuals to the consultation. 2 parents and 5 staff members agreed to 
the permanent closure of Limerigg with comments focusing on the educational and social benefits of 
attending a larger school.  
 
2 local residents disagreed with the proposal to permanently closure Limerigg Primary School. One 
resident commented that the smaller school had had a positive impact on her children’s education. 
Both residents were concerned about the future of the building and the community without a school in 
it. One respondent commented: 
 
“It is of much concern what the school building and grounds could be used for if it permanently closes. 
Any future use must not be detrimental to the adjacent properties, householders, natural environment 
and the Black Loch (Wildlife Site PE19), which is opposite the school.” 

 
All individual comments are detailed in Appendix A 
 
Responses from groups/organisations 
The Slamannan and Limerigg Community Council responded in support of the proposal.  
 
Their response is detailed in Appendix A. 
 

Public Meeting 
 
Due to the ongoing Covid-19 restrictions and guidance in place at the time, the Public Meeting was 
held online using Microsoft Teams. A link to the meeting was sent out to all email consultees and any 
others that requested it.  
 
The public meeting was held on the 16h March 2021 at 6:30pm. 5 Local residents attended the 
meeting along with 7 Falkirk Council Officers, 2 members of the Falkirk area Parent Forum, 1 
Councillor (the Portfolio holder for Education) and 2 observers from Education Scotland. The full 
minutes from this meeting can be read in Appendix B. 
 

  



 

Consultation Report 

Falkirk Council 
Children’s Services 

 

 

  7 
 

3. Summary of Responses 
 

Main points made in support of the proposal 
• Parents opting to send their children to the larger school  

• Attending a larger school would provide more social opportunities than the smaller school  

• Staff have noticed improvements in academic achievement in pupils who attended Limerigg 

Primary School and transferred to Slamannan Primary School.  

• The increase in self-confidence in pupils who transferred from Limerigg Primary School to 

Slamannan Primary School 

• The short distance between Limerigg Primary School and Slamannan Primary School. 

 

Main issues raised by those who object to the proposal 
• The smaller school setting benefited their family 

• Mothballing of the school should be continued due to the proposed housing development of 

90 houses in the village, rather than permanent closure.  

• The school building should be protected for its Historical value 

• Concerns regarding house deeds which provide vehicular access via the school 

grounds/playground to reach residential driveway 

• Concern about the future of Limerigg as a community without a school within it.  

• Lack of a safe route to walk from Limerigg to Slamannan  

 

Response to main issues raised  
• There is concern about the future of Limerigg as a community without a school within it.  

 

Response: Falkirk Council have embarked on a major community engagement exercise with  

Community Conversations happening across the Council area.  Local residents can get involved 

in to discuss concerns about their local area, including the sustainability of small villages like 

Limerigg.  

 

• There were questions about the possible future use of the building 

 

Response:  If the closure goes ahead the building will be deemed surplus to operational 

requirements by Children’s Services and will be transferred to the Council’s Asset Management 

Team. The Community Conversations would be used to explore future options for use of the 

building. 

 

• There is no safe walking route from Limerigg to Slamannan 

 

Response:. Free home to school transport is already provided to Limerigg pupils attending 

Slamannan Primary School and this will continue. 

 

• It was suggested that the school remain mothballed rather than permanently closed due to 

the proposed housing development (90 houses in the village) 

 

Response: There has been no recent interest in activating the planning permission on this site to 

build these houses. If the development does go ahead there is sufficient capacity at Slamannan 

Primary School to accommodate any new primary age pupils that move into the village.  
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. 

• The school building is of historic value and should be protected 

 

Response: This aspect can be considered during the Community Engagement if the school is 

closed permanently and future use is being discussed.   

 

• The neighbouring house deeds provides vehicular access via the school grounds and 

playground to reach the residential driveway 

 

Response: Legal agreements and conditions of ownership would not be affected by a decision to 

permanently close the school.  Future implications re: changes to the use of the site/building 

would be subject to agreement by all parties.   

 

  



 

Consultation Report 

Falkirk Council 
Children’s Services 

 

 

  9 
 

4. Report By Education Scotland 
 

Legislative Duty 
Under the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010, Education Scotland (formerly Her 

Majesty’s Inspectorate of Education) must prepare a report on the educational aspects of the proposal 

out to consultation. 

Summary of Report 
The Education Scotland Report can be read in full in Appendix D. 

The summary conclusions taken from this report were as follows:  

• Falkirk Council set out the case for the mothballing of Limerigg Primary school commenting 

on the prolonged period of declining numbers in the primary age within the catchment area of 

Limerigg Primary School.  

• The inspectors agreed with some, but not all, aspects of the council’s education benefits 

statement and are confident there is sufficient merit to consider the permanent closure of the 

school.  

• They also commented on the response from stakeholders who were in favour of the positive 

impact of attending a school with larger peer groups, continuity in educational provision from 

ages 3-12 and access to on-site enhanced provision to suit a range of learning needs.  

• They did however comment that the Council should more clearly outline to the community  the 

work it undertook to examine alternatives to the closure of the school, and should the 

proposal go ahead, work with the local community to explore the possible future use of the 

school building.   

Response to the Report by Education Scotland 
The Council welcomes the report by Education Scotland and will take on board fully the comments 

made regarding the Educational Benefits Statement when considering such proposals in future. 

With regard to alternatives to closure, the very low pupil roll and geography of the school catchment 

ruled out consideration of any school reorganisation to boost the roll (such as rezoning). It was felt 

that the options for future use of the building were not likely to be educational and as such would need 

to be, and will be discussed with the wider community as part of the Community Conversations now 

underway across the Council area.   
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Appendix A: Written Responses  
 

Responses from those in favour of the permanent closure  
 

Groups/Organisations: 

• Slamannan and Limerigg Community Council 

 “On behalf of Slamannan & Limerigg Community Council, following consideration by the 

committee of the proposal - we propose no objection to the closure of Limerigg Primary School. 

We do hope that any future development of this building, is one that encompasses that of the 

rural and much desirable area.” 

Individuals: 

• Parents (2) 

 “As a parent of a child who will be starting school in August, our plan prior to the mothballing of 

Limerigg school was always to send our child to Slamannan Primary due to the larger pupil 

numbers. The social aspect with a small school was always a concern for us. We are in 

agreement with the school closure.” 

 

“My child attends Slamannan Primary School, and her best friend lives in Limerigg.  Because the 

two schools have merged, they can spend more time together.” 

 

• Staff (5) 

 “I have worked in Limerigg Primary School and it was a fantastic environment to teach and learn. 

Particularly the outdoor spaces. It would be a real shame for this building to be sold on or to lie 

derelict. It would be a fantastic space for an outdoor learning hub.” 

 

“With Slamannan Primary such a short distance from Limerigg I don't feel having Limerigg PS 

open as a necessity.” 

 

“I feel that this school building  is in a prime location for becoming an outdoor learning facility. 

When Limerigg was open I often took children from Slamannan there for an outdoor learning day. 

We utilised the nearby woodlands, the fantastic school playground and the school building. This 

would be a real asset to children not just in Falkirk, but particularly in Limerigg and Slamannan.” 

 

“Since the Limerigg pupils came to Slamannan, once they had settled in, they thrived. 

Improvements in academic achievement and more especially socially, due to a larger variety of 

children to befriend and work with, along with more social opportunites. The increase in self-

confidence amongst those pupils was a joy to see as they grew. Being with the same small 

number of children (who may also be siblings) every day at school is not always beneficial for a 

learning environment or for health and wellbeing.” 

 

“As a member of teaching staff at Slamannan Primary who was 'seconded' to Limerigg Primary 

during the two years previous to mothballing and at time of mothballing I totally agree with the 

permanent closure for ALL the reasons outlined in the proposal document. I have first hand 

experience of all the areas outlined and it was most definitely not a positive experience for staff or 

pupils. At present I teach one of the pupils who was in last 5 pupils at Limerigg and the difference 

in quality of learning opportunities is clear to see on a daily basis.” 
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Responses from those objecting to the permanent closure 

 

Individuals: 

• Local Residents (2) 

 “As residents since 1974 of Number 1, The Schoolhouse adjacent to Limerigg Primary, concerns 

my family have include: 

1. Can the school at least continue to be moth-balled (and not permanently closed) until the 

guidance and regulations for Local Place Plans is launched and embedded so the community can 

have closer involvement in the future of the school? 

2. The Local Development Plan 2, Map 4 denotes plans for 90 houses (H25 & H58) within years 

2020-2030. To state there is the "prospect of declining [pupil] numbers over the coming 5 years" 

conflicts with the Council's own housing development plans for the area and with the possibility of 

no village school leading to children having to travel in all weather conditions (the exposed 

location is known for severe weather) to another village makes it a less attractive location for 

potential developers/new home-owners. Again this leads to the argument for the school to open 

(to make the village more attractive to housing developers/potential home-owners) or at least for it 

to remain moth-balled until these plans come to fruition.  

3. At the online public meeting, it was mentioned that the school is 80 years old. This is incorrect. 

The school was built in 1875 (as displayed at the front of the building), making it 146 years old 

and the oldest school in Falkirk District as well as one of the oldest buildings in the area. There is 

a strong case for the building to be protected under the Historic Environment ethos and for the 

school to be operational supporting the Sense of Place, both philosophies espoused by Falkirk 

Council. 

4. It is of much concern what the school building and grounds could be used for if it permanently 

closes. Any future use must not be detrimental to the adjacent properties, householders, natural 

environment and the Black Loch (Wildlife Site PE19), which is opposite the school. 

Additionally, any potential use should not cause a nuisance (noise, pollution, visual detraction) or 

enable/encourage antisocial behaviour/threats to safety especially due to the isolated location and 

distance that any emergency response must travel. 

5. Our house deeds provides vehicular access via the school grounds/playground to reach our 

residential driveway, which is situated in our rear garden. This must continue to be 

accommodated. 

We would welcome being kept up to date with any further opportunities to be consulted on future 

plans. Thank you. 

Please find below some additional comments regarding the plans to permanently close Limerigg 

Primary which further strips Limerigg and its residents of themes laid out in Scottish Government's 

vision for 20 minute neighbourhoods: 

1. There is very little left of the meagre amenities that once were in place. A small village hall and 

a swing park is all that is left. The only shop, a small post office shop, was closed some years' 

ago, and the picturesque Church was demolished. There is no health centre. The bus service has 

been reduced. The closest place to properly access shops and amenities is Falkirk (8 miles 

away). There are a few small newsagent-type shops, a chemist and a health centre in the next 

village, Slamannan, which is around an hours' walk away on a windy and steep country road with 

no pavement for half of the route - this certainly does not deliver on another theme of 20 min 

neighbourhood of Walkability for residents - and indeed pupils who have been displaced from the 

moth-balled Limerigg Primary to Slamannan Primary. 

2. The Primary School also offered local employment opportunities - a further theme from the  20 

min neighbourhood vision - for roles of teaching staff, school help, cafeteria assistant, cleaner, 

secretary, janitor - in an area where there are little to no employment opportunities. 

3. Additionally, within the school grounds, there is a community garden which has now been 

neglected due to the school being moth-balled.” 
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“I am saddened by the proposal but completely understand why the council are proposing to close 

the school. 

However I think it it important to point out that although it is a few years since my children 

attended they both thrived in the school because it was small, they grew up in a school family. 

My apologies if I don’t understand how a consultation works, but it read very negative, and I can 

assure you that my experience and that of my children’s were anything but negative. 

My son is on the spectrum, and although he is now 19, I truly believe that him being a pupil at 

Limerigg primary school made him, they nurtured him, they knew him, and he didn’t get lost in the 

system which I think he would have at a larger school. 

He was bright and they were able to work with him, and now he is currently studying engineering 

at Strathclyde University. 

I will be eternally grateful to that small school!  

The stunning location of the school, the loch and the woodland on their doorstep which they did 

utilise. 

The staff worked wonders, the parent council worked well with the school, we had co-opted 

members from the community who had attended the school when they were youngsters. 

Then a joint headship was brought in, and from then you could see the steady decline...Limerigg 

became the forgotten brother....but past history. 

I just hope the building doesn’t get left to rack and ruin.....that the education services/Falkirk 

council do right by it and right by the community.” 
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Appendix B: Minutes 
 

Online Public Meeting on 16th March 2021 at 18.30 
Consultation on the proposal to permanently close Limerigg  

Microsoft Teams 

 

Tuesday 16th March 2021 18:30 

 

 

Present 

 

Margaret Wilson (MW) (Chair – Chair of the National Parent Forum of Scotland, Chair of the Falkirk 

area forum) 

Kenneth MacKinnon (KMC) (Parent Forum, Falkirk area forum) 

Helen Kromer (HR) (member of the public) 

Lorna Hart (LH) (Headteacher at Slamannan Primary School)  

Hannah Boland  (HB) (member of the public) 

Moira Boland (MB)  (member of the public) 

Ronnie McFarlane (RM) (member of the public) 

Debbie Nobble (DN) (member of the public) 

Gary Johnstone (GJ) (Education Scotland) as observer 

Barbara Daly (BD) (Education Scotland) as observer 

Councillor Adanna McCue (AM) (Portfolio Holder for Education) 

 

Officers 

Robert Naylor (RN) (Director of Children’s Services, Falkirk Council) 

David Mackay (DM) (Head of Education, Children’s Services, Falkirk Council) 

Gary Greenhorn (GG) (Head of Planning & Resources, Children’s Services, Falkirk Council) 

Richard Teed (RT) (Senior Forward Planning Officer, Children’s Services, Falkirk Council) 

Siobhan Couttie (SC) (Forward Planning Officer, Children’s Services, Falkirk Council) 

Carole Cowie (CC) (Programme Management Co-ordinator, Falkirk Council) 

 

Introductions were made by Margaret Wilson. The following presentations were given: Background to 

the Proposal (Robert Naylor),  Educational Benefits (David Mackay), Financial Considerations (Gary 

Greenhorn), Next Steps (Richard Teed) and Closing Remarks (Councillor Adanna McCue). This was 

followed by Questions and Answers.  

Questions and Answers Session:  

 

Q: I appreciate the rational for the closing the school, it’s difficult to argue against those 

numbers and finances.  But I am curious of the commitment for the continued maintenance of 

the building, keeping it safe and secure. At the moment we do have a property that has been 

sitting empty for 2 years, it looks like it has been well secured and there has been no issue 

that I am aware of in the community but I do know that process of transition over to asset 

management might take some time and does it remain with Education or does that 

responsibility move quite quickly after this decision? 

 

GG: You are quite right. It can take a while to transition from Children Services over to the Council’s 

asset management team, in the meantime Children’s Services would have the responsibility to make 

sure the building is maintained in a safe condition, wind and water tight and all the appropriate regular 
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checks are carried out until such time as it’s deemed surplus to operational requirements and is 

transferred over. That can take up to 3-6 months after the decision is taken.  

 

Q: What is the timescale for the decision-making process? 

 

RN: We are continuing the consultation for few weeks, then what happens we prepare a report with 

the recommendation that goes back to the relevant committee which is the Education, Children and 

Young People Executive it’s next meeting would be the 1st June but that depends on us gathering all 

the information, pulling together the report and getting input from our colleagues in Education 

Scotland. So for any reason we don’t meet the committee deadline of the 1st June the next available 

decision point is early September. There is also another step in the process Gary might want to say, 

even though the Council has made a decision there is a window of opportunity for Scottish Ministers 

to take a view whether or not they want to “Call in” the decision and take an alternative view. The “call 

in” by the Scottish Government might take place over the summer but there is a possibility that it 

doesn’t take place until the autumn.  

 

GG: The Government have set up a School Closure Review Panel and this would be required to look 

at any decision Scottish Ministers decide to call in. In terms of Limerigg Primary School it falls within 

the rural category and the Scottish Government are always very interested to make sure any proposal 

that comes forward for a closure of a rural school that it is looked at, and that all the appropriate 

governance and statutory steps have been taken according to the Schools Consultation Act and the 

guidance that has been laid down. It can take some time and we have another complicated factor with 

an election coming up in May this year and we have to be mindful of that and the timescales might be 

slightly longer. If the proposal goes ahead the Council would communicate that to Scottish Ministers 

and we have to wait and see if they will call it in or not. 

 

Q: How would we as Local Residents be able to see where we are on that process, where is 

that published?    

RT: The next stage in the process when Education Scotland report back to us on the 6th May, is to 

publish a consultation report, so everyone who has been involved in the consultation will be advised 

of the consultation report has been published and it will be on the Councils website. The Council can’t 

make a decision until the consultation report has been published for at least 3 weeks and during that 

period it allows an opportunity for anyone who has been involved in the consultation to address errors 

there might be in the consultation report in interpreting the responses etc. Once that is ironed out and 

it goes to Council and a decision is made on the process. So, everyone will be informed, following the 

consultation, when the Consultation Report is published at least 3 weeks before a decision is made 

on it by the Council.  

Q: At the end of the presentation there was an indication of a separate part of the consultation 

regarding the future use of the building and the grounds etc. As a local resident that is the 

aspect that we have interest in, if it’s not for this meeting at what point is it please?  

 

RN: As Gary outlined earlier, the system that the Council operates in any service area, they get a 

point where they say to the Council our services no longer has any further use of this building so we 

are declaring it surplus to our requirements. So the Council’s property asset management team will 

take it from there. There is a consultation process happening within Communities around the strategic 

property review and what is being ingathered at the moment is community views on access to Council 

properties, the use of council properties, the scope for investment in future properties and or 

renovations of existing ones. It’s difficult to be definitive, but for example if the position in September  

were that we were able to communicate to those involved in the consultation that we have declared 

the building surplus to requirements, we would be able to advise what propositions that are likely to 

emerge for the future use of the building and as Gary said earlier a further consultation with the 

immediate community on what suggestions, options had emerged, what was the council thinking of 
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doing with the building, this would be open to a much more wider public consultation. At the earliest I 

would foreseeing that to be early November/December and possibly not until the early part of next 

year.    

 

Q: Within the online consultation portal, would it still be quite appropriate to put in those 

concerns within that mechanism just now? 

 

RN Absolutely, we can furnish you with the lead officers details who conduct the strategic property 

review and you could raise any concerns you have about the future of the building and ensure you are 

contacted by those organising the strategic property review, as in when options emerge when the 

Council are looking at what to do with the building. Some of the local elected members have pointed 

out that the school building is one of few assets the Council has in the vicinity and they are quite keen 

that there is alternative community use identified for the building and less keen on selling it off.  

Councillor McCue is more involved in this and in a number of different consultations across the 

district.  

 

Cllr Adanna McCue: There are ongoing meetings at the moment and if anybody wants to leave their 

details we can link you with the community meetings in Ward 9. We had 2 already for each ward and 

there is another coming up in the near future. Any member of that community can join in and air their 

views on what any council owned building and the future of it. So I would advise that anyone in in the 

community to get involved to get the details please email your details to your local Councillor or David 

or Richard.  

 

RN: What we did in a previous meeting was Siobhan took the details and passed them on to the 

relevant people.  

 

Cllr Adanna McCue: We were discussing today that they are afternoon meetings and we are wanting 

to run evening ones in the next round, to allow others to get involved. Drop an email to your local 

councillor.  

 

Q: I take it they are similar to the virtual meetings?  

 

Cllr Adanna McCue: Yes they are 

 

RN: They are virtual for the time being but the announcement that was made today means that should 

we be still having these engagements as late as June we might be in different territory.  

 

Q: I have noted that from last year’s local development plan that there are proposals for 

additional housing sites across Falkirk and Slamannan and Limerigg had been mentioned, 

Slamannan Road in particular in Limerigg for an 90 additional homes  to be built.  Has there 

been any future updates on this site.  Has this been taken into consideration? 

   

RT: Yes it has. There is planning permission for a c90 homes in Limerigg at the moment. We did 

check at the start of the consultation if there had been any interest in activating that permission and 

there hasn’t been to date. We find that with these housing permissions they can take a long time to 

happen and sometimes they don’t happen, it could be next year that something happens or it could be 

5 years, or it might never happen.  If it does happen and we have shut the school, then there is plenty 

of scope for accommodating these pupils at Slammnan Primary School which has enough capacity. 

 

Member of Public: Personally I didn’t have any other information about it other than I had been 

aware of it when we recently moved to the area.  
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Margaret Wilson thanked everyone and the meeting closed.  
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PROPOSAL 

Proposed 
Change 
 

That Limerigg Primary School, which has been mothballed since 
August 2019, is closed permanently. 
 

Background 
 

During school session 2018/2019, the pupil roll at Limerigg Primary 
School fell to just 5 pupils after a prolonged period of declining 
numbers. Following a consultation with affected parents and the school 
community, it was agreed that Limerigg Primary School would be 
mothballed, subject to an annual review of demand for pupil places, 
and that Slamannan Primary School would become the proxy 
catchment school for the area. 
 
Two years on, the primary age population in the Limerigg Primary 
School Catchment area has not changed, with the prospect of declining 
numbers over the coming 5 years.  For this reason, it is now proposed 
that the school is permanently closed. 
 
Before any final decision can be taken on a permanent school closure 
proposal a formal consultation is required in accordance with the 
Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  This proposal document 
provides full details of the proposal and the consultation process now 
underway. 
 

Pupil numbers 
in the area 
 

In the 5 years running up to the decision to mothball the school, 
demand for places had declined each year to very low levels.  The 
following table shows the school roll over this period (taken from the 
annual school census): 

 2014/2015 2015/2016 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 

No. Pupils 25 20 18 14 5 

 
Pupil data shows that the number of primary age children in the 
Limerigg catchment area has remained the same over the last 3 years, 
and other data shows just 9 pre-school children aged 4 and younger 
living in the catchment area.  This suggests that the primary age 
population will decline over the next 5 years. 
 
Based on all known data, there will be no increase in catchment 
demand for places in the coming 5 years to justify re-opening the 
school. 
 

Proposed 
Alternative 
Arrangements 
 

The arrangements in place from August 2019 will continue.  Slamannan 
Primary School will remain the catchment primary school for children 
living in area and free school transport will be provided to pupils 
choosing their catchment school. 

Educational 
Benefits 
Statement 

 

Falkirk Council is of the view that the school environment should be of 
a quality that sustains and improves education provision, pupil 
performance and outcomes for the young people of Falkirk.  
 
With this in mind, Falkirk Council has adopted the following indicators in 
reviewing the school estate: 
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1. Pupils should be educated in facilities which are rated at least 

category B for each of Condition and Suitability. 
2. Pupils should be members of an age-appropriate peer group. 
3. Pupils should have the opportunity to engage in the widest 

possible range of activities beyond the core curriculum, 
including music, sports, drama and art. 

4. Pupils with Additional Support Needs should be educated in the 
most appropriate local setting. 

5. Pupils should not ordinarily be required to travel for longer than 
30 minutes from the nearest classified road pick-up point to 
school (primary). 

6. School facilities should be of a size appropriate to the 
delineated area that they serve, paying due regard to 
demographic trends. 

7. School delineated areas should reflect geography, travel routes 
and population distribution. 

8. Safe school transport should be provided and safe traffic 
management in and around school sites should be 
implemented. 

9. Teachers should be members of a professional learning 
community comprising at least 3 members located in the same 
facility. 

10. The implications of school location to local communities should 
be considered. 

 
Falkirk Council is of the view that the school environment should be of 
a quality that sustains and improves education provision, pupil 
performance and outcomes for young people.  It is the Authority’s view 
that Limerigg Primary School cannot meet all of these criteria, whereas 
the current alternative catchment school, Slamannan Primary, can. 
 
While it may seem that having fewer pupils in a class would allow a 
teacher to provide more one-on-one attention, fewer is not always 
better, when it comes to our pupils learning experiences. Classes low in 
pupil numbers, have disadvantages. These disadvantages are further 
compounded when we have a single class school, potentially with only 
one or two children at each year stage. Some of the problems 
commonly associated with teaching a small group of pupils are:  
 
(i) Attendance Issues 
 While one or two pupils missing a large class isn't a major issue, a 
small number of absent pupils can make a big difference in a small 
class. If there are only five or 10 pupils in a class, two missing pupils 
represent a much larger percentage of the class population, making it 
more difficult for the teacher to continue with planned lessons.  
 
This will also significantly impact on the class dynamics and learning 
experiences of children in the single class setting, with the likely 
consequence that a child may be the only pupil at a particular stage. 
Thereby having no other pupil to share their learning experience with 
and benefit from those interactions;  
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(ii) Lack of Diversity  
A smaller class is less likely to represent a diverse cross section of 
society. Pupils benefit from being members of diverse classes because 
they have the opportunity to hear viewpoints that differ greatly from 
their own. While some small classes do have a diverse array of 
members, many are relatively homogeneous in nature and, as such, do 
not offer pupils the opportunity to learn in a diverse setting;  
 
(iii) Overly Rapid Work Completion  
While pupils having the opportunity to complete their work quickly may 
seem like a good thing, there are benefits to pupils moving though work 
more slowly and deliberately. In larger classes, pupils are commonly 
slowed in their work efforts by peers who need additional guidance. 
This temporary slowing gives these potentially speedy pupils the 
opportunity to more fully explore the topics covered in the lesson 
instead of simply racing through and failing to absorb the information;  
 
(iv) Fewer Activity Options 
Some academic activities require a minimum number of participants. 
Activities such as small group projects, group discussions or peer to 
peer learning activities are much harder to implement in a small class 
because there are fewer pupils to divide into groups, limiting pupils' 
options. Other options, such as large-scale games, may be impossible 
in single small settings because there are not enough pupils to allow for 
game play, or due to the wide variation in the age and physical 
development of the pupils, potentially making an activity unsafe.  These 
opportunities help to stimulate and motivate the children, and provide 
them with skills for life. 
 
Working with others across a wide range of settings is one of the core 
elements of the modern school curriculum. This includes planning and 
carrying out projects in small groups, sharing tasks and responsibilities, 
and being ready and willing to learn from and with others. Slamannan 
Primary has sufficient pupils to allow the children to work collaboratively 
on various topics and activities. The class teachers will work with both 
individuals and groups at each stage of the curriculum, and the group 
working allows pupils to develop different skills from those that are 
developed during individual work. 
 
Working with others also plays a part in the development of leadership 
skills, which become increasingly important to pupils as they move 
through their school years and beyond school education into adulthood; 
 
(v) Increased Pupil Anxiety  
Some pupils enjoy the anonymity associated with being a member of a 
large class. These pupils are uncomfortable in the spotlight and prefer 
to blend in with the crowd as they move through the process of 
learning. For pupils of this nature, small classes are far from desirable 
because in educational settings with reduced pupil numbers they do not 
have the same opportunity to mix in with their peer group. 
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The level to which pupils are able to become skilled in social interaction 
will depend to an extent on the opportunities afforded to them. The 
forging of close friendships and the development of self-esteem is 
enhanced by each pupil being enabled to be part of an age appropriate 
peer group of a sufficient size to allow a range of interactions and 
relationships to form and reform; and 
 (vi) Pupil performance  
Smaller classes do not help children achieve better marks in primary 
school, according to research published recently. The findings, by 
academics at the University of London's Institute of Education, 
contradict the popular beliefs of teachers and parents that smaller 
classes make for a better learning environment.  
 
There are many other similar research papers detailing the negative 
impact of small class sizes on the pupils’ learning experience and 
academic performance, due to the negative impact of the factors 
described above. 
 

Community 
Impact 

Limerigg Primary School is classified as a rural school and, as such, 
this proposal to close it must consider the impact that this closure will 
have on the local community it serves.  Before the school was 
mothballed, there was no community demand for out of hours/lets of 
this school. 
 
What will happen to the school building? 
Once the building becomes empty, it would be deemed surplus to 
Children’s Services operational requirements and the Council’s Asset 
Management Team would then consider what future options there are 
for the property, which could include potential sale. However, it is 
important that all community views are considered prior to this 
happening and we would welcome your views on possible future uses 
for this building, should the school close permanently. 
 

Transport/ 
Sustainability 
Implications 
 

Another important consideration with any rural school closure is the 
transport demands arising from the relocation of pupils to a school that 
is further away. 
Limerigg Primary School has been temporarily closed for nearly 2 years 
now and all pupils from the area are entitled to free school transport to 
Slamannan Primary School.  A school bus is provided for pupils from 
Limerigg attending Slamannan Primary School. 
 
With regard to sustainability concerns, the requirement to transport 
pupils to Slamannan Primary School is more than offset by the closure 
of this facility which would require disproportionate levels of heating, 
electricity and maintenance to keep open for so few pupils in 
comparison.  
 

Financial 
Considerations 
 

The annual operating costs for the school for 2018/19 was £ 242,011 
which represented £ 48,402 per pupil.  
 
Based on a slightly different financial assessment used for national 
benchmarking purposes the Local Government Benchmarking 
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Framework (LGBF) this shows the cost per pupil for 2018/19 to be £ 
43,099. 
  
This cost per pupil is significantly higher than both the Falkirk and 
overall Scottish average cost per primary pupil, which were £ 4,655 and 
£ 5,259 respectively and reflects the disproportionately higher level of 
cost per pupil that schools with small rolls have.   
 
The permanent closure of Limerigg Primary School would result in a 
net annual saving of £ 126,388 compared to the cost of re-opening it.   
 
In addition the maintenance and repair costs for Limerigg Primary 
School have been particularly high in recent years due to the remote 
and exposed location and recognising that the school is now over 80 
years old.  Following closure, any costs associated with the upkeep and 
associated on-going maintenance of this building, would no longer 
need to be met.  This would allow the Council to use these funds to 
invest in the wider school estate where it can benefit a larger number of 
pupils. 
 

 

  



 

Consultation Report 

Falkirk Council 
Children’s Services 

 

 

  23 
 

CONSULTATION 

Legislation 
 

Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 
A formal consultation is required for any proposal to permanently close a 
school.  This consultation is fully in accordance with the requirements of 
this legislation. 
 

Consultees We will be consulting: 

• Parents and carers of all primary and nursery age pupils living in 
the catchment areas of Limerigg and Slamannan Primary Schools 

• Slamannan Primary School Parent Council 

• Pupils at Slamannan Primary School 

• School staff and trade unions 

• Slamannan/Limerigg Community Council 

• All households in the Limerigg Primary School catchment 
 

Consultation 
Period 

The consultation will take place over an 8 week period running up to the 
Easter holidays, between Monday 8 February and Thursday 2 April 2021.  
If Covid-19 restrictions during this period do not permit public meetings 
then a virtual/ digital alternatives will be provided.  
 
The consultation period has been extended to allow flexibility to be 
applied to local engagement and to take cognisance of the Covid 
restrictions and guidance in place at that time. 
 

Public 
Meeting 

Subject to Covid restrictions in place at the time, and social distancing 
requirements, there will be a public meeting at Limerigg Community Hall 
on Tuesday 9th March at 6:30pm. 
 
In the event that Covid restrictions at the time do not permit indoor, 
socially distanced meetings, a video meeting will be arranged.   
 
If you would like to be involve in this meeting, please provide us with your 
contact details so that we can manage numbers attending and keep you 
updated on the format of the meeting when Covid restrictions affecting the 
date are confirmed (contact details below). 
 
Also, we would urge anyone that would like to participate, but feel that 
they would be limited by Covid restrictions and/or an online video meeting 
to contact us directly to discuss (contact details below). 
 

How to 
Respond 

Please respond online using the Consultation Hub on the Falkirk Council 
at: 
say.falkirk.gov.uk/ 
 
If you would prefer to write to us directly then you can using the email or 
postal address shown in the contact details below. 
 
All responses should be provided by Thursday 2nd April 2021. 
 

https://say.falkirk.gov.uk/
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With the current Covid restrictions that are in place all submissions should 
be in writing or via email. 
 

Following 
the 
Consultation 

Education Scotland will receive details of consultation responses and the 
public meeting and will provide Children’s Services with a report after the 
consultation.   
 
Children’s Services will then prepare a consultation report which will be 
published on the council website.  All respondents to this consultation will 
be notified when it is available. 
 
The consultation report will be discussed by councillors at the Education, 
Children and Young People Executive later in the year where they will 
decide on the matter. 
 

Contact 
Details 

Informal telephone enquiries concerning these proposals can be made on 
01324 506621. (This service may be restricted due to Covid restrictions) 
 
Please respond to the online consultation response form if you can (see 
above), but if you would like to write to us directly in response, please 
email us at educ.consultation@falkirk.gov.uk or use the following postal 
address: 
 
Limerigg Primary School Closure Consultation 
Children’s Services 
Sealock House 
2 Inchyra Road 
Grangemouth 
FK3 9XB  
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:educ.consultation@falkirk.gov.uk
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Appendix D: Education Scotland Report 
 

 

Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 

2010  

  

Report by Education Scotland addressing educational 

aspects of the proposal by Falkirk Council to permanently 

close Limerigg  

Primary School.   
  

April 2021   
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Introduction  
  

1.1  This report from Education Scotland has been prepared by Her Majesty’s Inspectors of  

Education (HM Inspectors) in accordance with the terms of the Schools (Consultation) 

(Scotland) Act 2010 (“the 2010 Act”). The purpose of the report is to provide an independent 

and impartial consideration of Falkirk Council’s proposal to permanently close Limerigg 

Primary School. Section 2 of the report sets out brief details of the consultation process. 

Section 3 of the report sets out HM Inspectors’ consideration of the educational aspects of 

the proposal, including significant views expressed by consultees. Section 4 summarises 

HM Inspectors’ overall view of the proposal. Upon receipt of this report, the Act requires the 

council to consider it and then prepare its final consultation report. The council’s final 

consultation report should include this report and must contain an explanation of how, in 

finalising the proposal, it has reviewed the initial proposal, including a summary of points 

raised during the consultation process and the council’s response to them. The council has 

to publish its final consultation report three weeks before it takes its final decision. Where a 

council is proposing to close a school, it needs to follow all statutory obligations set out in 

the 2010 Act, including notifying Ministers within six working days of making its final decision 

and explaining to consultees the opportunity they have to make representations to Ministers 

and the special provisions that apply to proposals to close a rural school.   

  

1.2  HM Inspectors considered:  

• the likely effects of the proposal for children of the schools; any other users; children 

likely to become pupils within two years of the date of publication of the proposal paper; 
and other children in the council area;  

• any other likely effects of the proposal;  

• how the council intends to minimise or avoid any adverse effects that may arise from 

the proposal; and  

• the educational benefits the council believes will result from implementation of the 

proposal, and the council’s reasons for coming to these beliefs.  

  

1.3  In preparing this report, HM Inspectors undertook the following activities:  

• attendance at the virtual public meeting held on 9 March 2021 in connection with the 

council’s proposals;   

• consideration of all relevant documentation provided by the council in relation to the 

proposal, specifically the educational benefits statement and related consultation 

documents, written and oral submissions from parents and others; and  

• a virtual visit to the site of Slamannan Primary School, including discussion with 

relevant consultees.  

  

1.4 As the proposal will lead to the closure of a rural school(s), HM Inspectors also 

took account of the council’s consideration of any reasonable alternatives to closure 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj9-7GYkvLeAhXOasAKHT9vCtMQFjAAegQICRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fasp%2F2010%2F2%2Fcontents&usg=AOvVaw2lRwXOuXBCn_fz2wA9W6o2
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj9-7GYkvLeAhXOasAKHT9vCtMQFjAAegQICRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fasp%2F2010%2F2%2Fcontents&usg=AOvVaw2lRwXOuXBCn_fz2wA9W6o2
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj9-7GYkvLeAhXOasAKHT9vCtMQFjAAegQICRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fasp%2F2010%2F2%2Fcontents&usg=AOvVaw2lRwXOuXBCn_fz2wA9W6o2
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj9-7GYkvLeAhXOasAKHT9vCtMQFjAAegQICRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fasp%2F2010%2F2%2Fcontents&usg=AOvVaw2lRwXOuXBCn_fz2wA9W6o2
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj9-7GYkvLeAhXOasAKHT9vCtMQFjAAegQICRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fasp%2F2010%2F2%2Fcontents&usg=AOvVaw2lRwXOuXBCn_fz2wA9W6o2
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of Limerigg Primary School, the likely effect on the local community and the likely 

effect of any different travelling arrangements of the proposed closure.  

  

Consultation process  
  

2.1  Falkirk Council undertook the consultation on its proposal(s) with reference to the 

Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  

  

2.2 The consultation process ran from 8 February to 2 April 2021. An online meeting was 

held on 16 March 2021 which was attended by five members of the public. The main area of 

concern raised was the future use of the building should the school close permanently. The 

council received 10 responses to the online survey and by email. Eight responses were in 

favour of the proposal and two against. Those against were local residents rather than 

children, parents or staff.  

  

Educational aspects of proposal  
  

3.1 Following consultation with affected parents and the school community, Limerigg 

Primary School was been mothballed by Falkirk Council in August 2019. During school 

session 2018-2019, the pupil roll at Limerigg Primary School fell to five pupils after a 

prolonged period of declining numbers. As the primary aged population in the catchment 

area has not increased, nor is likely to increase in the future, the council proposes to 

permanently close Limerigg Primary School. The catchment area of Slamannan Primary 

School would be changed permanently to reflect this.  

  

3.2  HM Inspectors agree with some, but not all, aspects of the council’s educational 
benefits statement and are confident that there is sufficient merit to consider the permanent 
closure of the school.   

  

3.3 Stakeholders who spoke with HM Inspectors were all in favour of the council’s 

proposal. They recognise the benefits of attending Slamannan Primary School. These 

include larger peer groups, continuity in educational provision from ages 3-12 and access 

to on-site enhanced provision to suit a range of learning needs. With children working in 

classes of entirely their own age group children are experiencing increased pace and 

challenge in their work. In addition, children have access to visiting specialist teachers 

and additional resources in subjects such as French and Physical Education. These 

lessons are delivered to children within their stage at  

Slamannan Primary School rather than in a multi-composite arrangement. Children with 

whom HM Inspectors engaged shared their favourable experiences of, and easier access to, 
extra-curricular clubs such as basketball that they enjoy at Slamannan Primary School. They 
welcome increased choices and opportunities to undertake leadership roles such as 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj9-7GYkvLeAhXOasAKHT9vCtMQFjAAegQICRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fasp%2F2010%2F2%2Fcontents&usg=AOvVaw2lRwXOuXBCn_fz2wA9W6o2
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj9-7GYkvLeAhXOasAKHT9vCtMQFjAAegQICRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fasp%2F2010%2F2%2Fcontents&usg=AOvVaw2lRwXOuXBCn_fz2wA9W6o2
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj9-7GYkvLeAhXOasAKHT9vCtMQFjAAegQICRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fasp%2F2010%2F2%2Fcontents&usg=AOvVaw2lRwXOuXBCn_fz2wA9W6o2
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj9-7GYkvLeAhXOasAKHT9vCtMQFjAAegQICRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fasp%2F2010%2F2%2Fcontents&usg=AOvVaw2lRwXOuXBCn_fz2wA9W6o2
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj9-7GYkvLeAhXOasAKHT9vCtMQFjAAegQICRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fasp%2F2010%2F2%2Fcontents&usg=AOvVaw2lRwXOuXBCn_fz2wA9W6o2
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‘buddies’ that they recognise would have been very different at Limerigg, given the small 

numbers of children.   

  

3.4  As the proposal will lead to the closure of a rural school, HM Inspectors also took 
account of the council’s consideration of the factors to which it should have special regard. 
The council has continued to monitor the pupil roll at the school and engage with the school 

community. There are sound reasons to consider the long term viability of the school. The 
overwhelming messages about children’s experiences in Slamannan Primary School are 
positive. The council has not, however, outlined in detail how it considered any reasonable 

alternatives to closure of the school before it consulted on the proposal. Most members of 
the local community accept the rationale for the school closure. Their main concern is about 
the safety and security of the school building and its future use. Travelling arrangements for 

children will continue with free transport provided for the relatively short travel distance of 
between two and three miles.  

  

Summary  
  

HM Inspectors’ agree there are clear educational benefits for children in Slamannan Primary 

School. Stakeholders value the socialisation with larger peer groups, access to a wider 

range of clubs and activities and opportunities for leadership provided in the bigger school. 

Most stakeholders agree with the council’s proposals. Parents, staff and children agree that 

children’s experiences have improved in the new setting. The proposal will assist the council 

to meet its statutory duty with respect to best value. The council should more clearly outline 

to the community  the work it undertook to examine alternatives to the closure of the school. 

Should the proposal go ahead, the council should work with the local community to explore 

the possible future use of the school building.  

  

  

  

HM Inspectors  

April 2021  

  

 


