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Fly tipping in the Falkirk Council area survey results 

We ran a survey, between 20th June and 31st July, to ask the public for their views on 

the causes, affects and the extent of fly tipping across the Falkirk Council area. The 

survey received 360 responses. The results of this survey are presented below.  

Q1. To what extent is fly tipping a problem in your area?  

We asked respondents about the extent of fly tipping in their area. Figure 1 shows 

that 43% of respondents think fly tipping is a moderate problem in their area and 

35% consider it a serious problem in their area. Only 6% of respondents think fly 

tipping is not a problem at all.   

FIGURE 1: TO WHAT EXTENT IS FLY TIPPING A PROBLEM IN YOUR AREA 

 

 

Q2. Over the past two years, has fly tipping in your area got better or worse? 

We asked respondents if levels of fly tipping had improved or worsened in the past 

two years. As can be seen in Figure 2, 35% of respondents believe fly tipping has 

got much worse in their area over the past two years, 34% believe it has got 

somewhat worse and 29% think levels of fly tipping have stayed the same. Just 2% 
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think levels of fly tipping have got somewhat better and none of the respondents 

believe that levels have got much better.   

FIGURE 2: OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS, HAS FLY TIPPING IN YOUR AREA GOT BETTER OR WORSE? 

 

 

Q3. How easy or difficult is to… 

We asked respondents how easy or difficult it is to access Council run recycling 

centres and dispose of bulky goods or large amounts of rubbish. As Figure 3 shows, 

50% of respondents consider it easy or very easy to access Council run recycling 

centres. 54% of respondents consider it difficult or very difficult, however, to dispose 

of bulky items, and 52% consider it difficult or very difficult to dispose of large 

amounts of rubbish.  
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FIGURE 3: HOW EASY OR DIFFICULT IS TO DISPOSE OF RUBBISH & ACCESS COUNCIL RECYCLING 

CENTRES? 

 

 

Q4. Do you know…? 

We asked respondents whether they were aware of the Council’s various waste 

collection and disposal services. As can be seen in Figure 4, their response was 

largely positive. 96% of respondents know where their nearest recycling centre is; 

89% know what rubbish can be taken to their nearest recycling centre; 74% were 

aware that households are entitled to 1 free bulky uplift per year; and 70% were 

aware that additional bulky uplifts are £20 per uplift.  
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FIGUREE 4: ARE RESPONDENTS AWARE OF COUNCIL WASTE COLLECTION/DISPOSAL SERVIC ES 

 

 

Q5. What effect do you think the following factors have on levels of fly tipping? 

We asked respondents what effect they think various factors have on levels of fly 

tipping. As can be seen in Figure 5, laziness (74%), the cost of disposal of large 

amounts of rubbish (58%) and use of unregistered waste disposal companies (49%) 

were thought to have the biggest effect on levels of fly tipping.  

FIGURE 5: WHAT EFFECT DO YOU THINK THE FOLLOWING FACTORS HAVE ON LEVELS OF FLY 

TIPPING? 

 

96% 

89% 

74% 

70% 

4% 

11% 

26% 

30% 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 120%

Where your nearest recycling centre is?

 What rubbish can be taken to your nearest
recycling centre

Households are entitled to 1 free bulky
furniture collection every 12 months

 Additional bulky furniture collections cost
£20 per uplift

No

Yes

38% 

21% 

31% 

15% 

6% 

2% 

29% 

31% 

25% 

22% 

10% 

9% 

20% 

25% 

23% 

29% 

26% 

15% 

13% 

23% 

21% 

49% 

58% 

74% 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Number of recycling centres

Not knowing about Council's bulky item
collection service

Not knowing what can and cannot be
recycled

Use of unregistered waste disposal
companies

Cost of disposal of large amounts of
rubbish

Laziness

Major effect

Moderate effect

Minor effect

No effect



5 
 

Q6. What effect do you think the following Council measures would have on 

reducing levels of fly tipping? 

We asked respondents what effect they think various Council measures would have 

on reducing levels of fly tipping. As can be seen in Figure 6, making it easier for 

traders to dispose of waste at Council recycling centres (55%), bigger fines (43%) 

and installing CCTV at problem sites (42%) were thought to have the biggest effect 

on reducing levels of fly tipping.  

FIGURE 6: WHAT EFFECT DO YOU THINK THE FOLLOWING COUNCIL MEASURES WOULD HAVE ON 

REDUCING LEVELS OF FLY TIPPING? 
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Respondents suggest various other methods of reducing fly tipping. Including: 

 Naming and shaming offenders; 

 Removing charges for additional bulky uplifts or providing concessions to low 

income households;  

 Relaxing restrictions on what can be uplifted; 

 Increasing green bin collections; 

 Introducing community skips to problem areas; 

 Promoting “freecycling” and/or donating furniture and white goods to charities.  

 

Q6. What can communities do to reduce fly tipping? 

We asked respondents what they think communities can do to reduce levels of fly 

tipping. As can be seen in Figure 7, reporting instance of fly tipping to the Council 

(84%) and using Council recycling centres and bulky uplift service (75%) were 

ranked highest by respondents. Many of the other suggested community solutions 

were also ranked highly, however. 54% of respondents, for example, supported 

community litter picks and 66% were keen to work with residents associations and 

neighbourhood watch groups to monitor fly tipping.  
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FIGURE 7: WHAT CAN COMMUNITIES DO TO REDUCE FLY TIPPING? 

 

 

Q7. Do you know of any areas where fly tipping is a particular problem? 

We asked respondents to tell us about any areas where fly tipping is a particular 

problem. Below the most commonly citied areas are listed: 

 Roughmute area, Bonnybridge; 

 Bonnyhill Road, Bonybridge/Falkirk; 

 Bellsdyke Road, Larbert; 

 Hamilton Road, Larbert; 

 Glen Road, Larbert; 

 The Lade area, Larbert/Stenhousemuir; 

 Denovan Road, Denny/Dunipace; 

 Northfield Road, Denny 

 Barnego Road, Denny; 

 Moss Road, Airth 

 Higgins Neuk area, Airth 

 Greenbank Road, Falkirk; 

 Tamfourhill Road, Falkirk; 

 Lochgreen Road, Falkirk; 

 Bantaskine Estate, Falkirk; 

 B803/B810 area, Falkirk/Braes; 

 A801/A803 area, Lathallan/Polmont; 

 Nicolton Road, Rumford.  

For further information contact Emily Webb (Stakeholder Engagement Officer) at emily.webb@falkirk.gov.uk 
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