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TOWARDS A JOINT VISION FOR KINNEIL WALLED GARDEN 
Results of Public Consultation 

 
In total 206 people responded to the consultation, of which 201 were from individuals, 4 were representatives of a group, and 1 person declined to say if they 
were responding as an individual or on behalf of a group. The Friends of Kinneil provided a separate response, which has also been considered. 
 
We asked you to tell us about your ideas for Kinneil Walled Garden: 
 

You said Council Response We’ll do 

I think local and social (food bank) allotments with 
an educational space would be a genius use of the 
space. I miss my allotment at Rouken Glen and 
would love to have one closer to home to teach the 
kids about growing and healthy eating. 
 

This ties in well with suggestions made for the site 
around community food growing – for individuals, 
schools, groups and for the food banks. 

These ideas will be included within the draft 
Masterplan for Kinneil Walled Garden. 

Allotments or grow fruit and vegetables and have 
community grown, plastic free, organic fruit/veg 
sales. 
 

The idea for selling produce commercially or as a 
social enterprise to help fund improvements and 
maintain future activities at Kinneil Walled Garden 
could be considered by current or future site 
tenant(s). 
 

Allotment/community growing space will be 
included within the draft Masterplan for Kinneil 
Walled Garden. Fruit / Veg sales would be a matter 
for future site tenants’ consideration, either as a 
social or commercial enterprise. 
 

A use of the walled garden that is linked to 
community access and gets locals familiar and 
respectful of site is good. Gardening is my top 
priority as this was what it was originally for but 
developing skills and enhancing visitor experience 
are also important. The Museum acts as a brilliant 
visitor centre but would gain from being 
complimented by outside toilets and cafe. There are 
already several projects in hand to draw attention 
to the heritage of the estate. 
 

The Friends of Kinneil group is enthusiastic about 
encouraging greater interest in Kinneil Estate and 
the site’s heritage. This could and should tie in well 
with any activity taking place within the historic 
walled garden space. 

Community gardening, community growing, 
toilet/café space and providing activities to attract 
more visitors will be included within the draft 
Masterplan for Kinneil Walled Garden. 

Animals. Chickens, ducks and geese 
 
 

Livestock can be considered provided there is no 
undue disturbance to neighbouring properties. 

An area for chickens and ducks will be included 
within the draft Masterplan for Kinneil Walled 
Garden. 
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You said Council Response We’ll do 

It would be nice to know these things even existed 
in the first instance. 
 
Don't understand why everything in Bo'ness has to 
be such a secret- apart from the Fair! 
 
Other events aren't found out about until they are 
over! 
 

Noted. We do try to promote our activities through 
local press, schools, Bo’net and Social Media, but 
understand that this still does not reach everyone 
who may be interested. 

We will work harder on our communication to 
raise awareness of activities at Kinneil Walled 
Garden and elsewhere in the Bo’ness area. 

The Walled Garden has survived for decades and 
should never have been closed. The fact that 
£445000 is to be spent repairing the walls 
themselves over the next 5 years makes a mockery 
of the decision to close the Garden. 
 

The decision was made to close Kinneil Nursery from 
June 2019. However, this does not relieve Falkirk 
Council of its responsibility to maintain its assets, 
and to ensure safety of the public and its tenants. As 
such, a capital budget has been set aside for 
maintaining the boundary walls, and to invest in 
creating a new purpose for the Walled Garden. 
 

Where possible, we will use the capital budget to 
deliver the aspirations of the Masterplan for 
Kinneil Walled Garden. 

A cafe would do really well, bike hire facilities would 
also be good could be a source of revenue for 
maintenance of Kinneil. Employability skills could be 
learned also by some vulnerable groups like 
disabled, long term unemployed etc. 
 

All these ideas would tie in well with social 
aspirations for the space. Bike hire facilities would 
be subject to a suitable vendor wishing to take on 
this kind of operation at Kinneil. 

A café and skills training space will be included in 
the draft Masterplan.  

Fantastic opportunity to exploit the Roman 
connection. Site is large enough to build a play fort 
for kids - cafe with on site grown foods. 
 
Coupled with Falkirk college. 
 
Training for Gardeners, chefs, maintenance, guides. 
 
A fantastic opportunity - requires  broad vision 
 
 

Falkirk Council and Historic Environment Scotland 
will commission a feasibility study during 2020 to 
look at how the wider Kinneil Estate can be 
improved as a visitor attraction. This will 
complement the existing Kinneil Estate Masterplan 
and help inform Walled Garden Masterplan. 

Contact Forth Valley College to promote 
volunteering and training opportunities available at 
the Walled Garden. 
 
Café and training space will be included in the draft 
Masterplan. 



3 
 

You said Council Response We’ll do 

Use it as it was originally built for. It must be able to 
support itself so growing plants to sell on is a great 
way of making money.  
 
Locals would support this for example at the 
Bo’ness Fair time of year, bedding plants would sell. 
What an opportunity. 
 
As for No6, this should be offered to the many 
people waiting for a council house. 
 

The idea for selling produce commercially or as a 
social enterprise to help fund improvements and 
maintain future activities at Kinneil Walled Garden 
could be considered by current or future site 
tenant(s). 
 
Falkirk Council’s housing department has confirmed 
that the Cottage requires significant investment to 
bring it to a suitable standard for renting as a house. 
As such, the Council is keen to explore other options 
for the property’s use. 

Community growing and garden space will be 
included within the draft Masterplan for Kinneil 
Walled Garden. Plant sales would be a matter for 
future site tenants’ consideration, either as a social 
or commercial enterprise. 
 
In line with the Kinneil Estate masterplan, the 
Cottage is currently being considered for different 
uses, for example as a training kitchen/café facility 
 
 

Have you spoken with Green Kirkcaldy? They have 
developed a similar site and have looked in to very 
similar suggestions, and are indeed 5 years down 
the line with these plans. I am sure they would 
share learning.  
 
I think the term 'man-shed' isn't clear. What does 
this mean? I have immediately said I am 
unsupportive as it seems exclusionary. It would feel 
like that sector would claim ownership of the site to 
the exclusion of others. If this is not the case- you 
need to expand on this term, it is not in general 
usage.* 
 
'honey bee'- any more info? Sounds like the BASIS of 
a great idea, some commercial and educational 
opportunities with a strong environmental ethos, 
but in reality, I have no idea what you mean.   
 
I can see the attraction of a commercial site- would 
they want the whole space? What would the return 
be and impact on the community? Would it render 
the space inaccessible to the public? If so, but the 
funds go to improve the whole Kinneil site, this  

Thank you for sharing information about Green 
Kirkcaldy – this is an avenue we will explore further, 
and find out what lessons can be learnt for this 
project. 
 
 
Noted. The concept of a “Men’s Shed” project is to 
provide a safe space where men and women can 
learn practical hands-on skills, like woodworking. 
Often these projects focus on providing a social 
space where people come together, and are 
particularly valuable for providing positive health 
and mental well-being benefits. 
 
The bee project was a suggestion made at the 
Stakeholder consultation. It would look at providing 
bee hives to give volunteers an opportunity to learn 
about bee keeping and honey production.  
 
The viability of all or part of the site for a commercial 
operator would need to be explored through a 
Business Plan by any prospective business or social 
enterprise. 

We will contact Green Kirkcaldy for advice and to 
hear what they have been doing. 
 
 
 
 
A project providing opportunities to men and 
women to learn and practice hands-on skills will be 
included in the draft Masterplan. This will be 
identified as ‘Mens/Hens Shed’ project 
 
 
 
 
Bee-keeping project opportunity will be included 
on the draft Masterplan. 
 
 
 
We will work with suitable commercial/social 
enterprise operator(s) to take forward viable and 
appropriate proposals for the Walled Garden. 
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You said Council Response We’ll do 

might be a good balance. 
 
We have seen from the social media reaction to last 
of these questionnaires (which was fundamentally 
flawed and biased) that the local community feel 
the upkeep is being foisted upon volunteers to 
manage and council support will be pulled (despite 
what the results of the dodgy questionnaire might 
say!).* 
 
*General note- who is writing these surveys? The 
last one about community management of assets 
was formed in a way as to get approval of your 
plans rather than actually seeking feedback. This 
one is esoteric and quite informal in tone- is this just 
a box ticking exercise? 
 

 
 
We cannot comment on previous surveys. However, 
this exercise was intended to ascertain which 
prospective activities, identified at a meeting of 
groups, organisations and individuals with a keen 
interest in the way the Walled Garden is used, were 
of most interest to people. We are genuinely 
interested in people’s views, concerns and 
comments and appreciate the time each respondent 
has taken to share their thoughts. 
 

 
 
No action required. 

There is a tremendous opportunity here to enrich 
this area, training offenders, educating youngsters 
and helping the bee communities survive. A 
cafe/shop, well exposed as a tourist spot, selling the 
fruits of the labourers could bring in much needed 
funds to keep it alive for many years to come. Every 
area of it could be served by offenders on 
community service 
 

Opportunities for creating café and training facilities 
within the Walled Garden have been well-received 
during the public consultation.  A shop selling local 
produce could complement these options, adding 
value to the site’s offer as a visitor attraction. 

An opportunity for creating space for vendor(s) to 
sell arts, crafts and/or local produce will be 
included in the draft Masterplan for Kinneil Walled 
Garden. 

Petting zoo 
 

A petting zoo can be considered provided there is no 
undue disturbance to neighbouring properties. 

Space for a ‘petting zoo’ will be explored as 
proposals are drawn up for the draft Masterplan 
for Kinneil Walled Garden. 
 

Catering school, cafe, information, supplement the 
museum 
 
 

The potential for a training kitchen and café facility 
to be created either within the vacant Cottage or as 
a new build development within the Walled Garden 
was well-received in the recent consultation. 

Café and training kitchen opportunity will be 
included in the draft Masterplan. 
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You said Council Response We’ll do 

I am not local to Bo'ness but believe that any of the 
above projects would enhance the area and 
peoples' lives and health.  The honey bee protection 
is particularly vital and could be used alongside all 
the other ideas.  
 

Agreed. The bee project will be included within the draft 
Masterplan. 

Farm providing food for local food banks with 
emphasis on healthy organic accessible food; with 
voluntary based training regarding 'old world' skills 
such as stonemasonry, barrel making, woodwork, 
land based skills, plant identification. 
 
This could incorporate a paid service such as paying 
for certain training or funding through schools for 
this training, an area for berry picking, café or stall 
using produce grown on the land. This could also 
include a bee farm and patches of wild growth to 
promote biodiversity. 
 

All these proposals would complement the ideas put 
forward for the Walled Garden, and these kinds of 
uses were well-received during the public 
consultation. 
 
 

The draft Masterplan for Kinneil Walled Garden 
will include: 

 opportunities for community food growing, 
including growing affordable produce for sale 
and for donation to local food bank projects; 

 training and education space; 

 café; and  

 bee/biodiversity areas. 

Needs to be a space for the community 
 

Agreed. The ideas put forward are focused on 
community-led projects, along with opportunities to 
make more of the visitor potential in heritage-
related activities at Kinneil that would complement 
the work done by The Friends of Kinneil group and 
their partners. 
 

No action required. 

Think there is huge potential for the site, both in 
terms of training, activities for more vulnerable 
people and community use. It will need (not 
necessarily big) budget to initially support groups 
who take on facilities / activities to make sure it can 
get off to a good start. I think the site could offer a 
lot of opportunities become a vibrant place. 
 

Agreed. The range of ideas that have been suggested 
will require initial support and funding to facilitate 
their success. We will work with key partners to do 
this. 

We will work with key partners to agree an Action 
Plan that will lead to successful delivery of the 
ambitions set out in this Masterplan and the visitor 
attraction Feasibility Study due to be undertaken 
across the wider Kinneil Estate during 2020. 
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You said Council Response We’ll do 

Allotments, many homes don't have gardens to 
grow fruit and veg.   
 
Have community groups providing education and 
training and a honey bee section, all this promoting 
the physical and mental wellbeing that this outdoor 
space could provide. 
 

Agreed. A range of opportunities for genuine 
community-led projects could provide a dynamic 
and vibrant place where people can take full 
advantage of the many mental and physical health 
benefits from being involved in projects like this. 

Allotment and/or community growing spaces will 
be included in the draft Masterplan. 

I like the idea of growing fruit and vegetables that 
can be passed onto the community or food banks.  
With added amenities this could also be a space for 
volunteers to meet and help with the tasks.  So my 
preferred idea is a social community growing 
project, not only providing food for those who need 
it most, but also providing social interaction and 
inclusion as well. 
 

This is a model that is of interest to many 
stakeholders and has been well-received by the 
majority of respondents to the consultation. 

Community growing and provision of space for a 
range of projects that foster social interaction will 
be included in the draft Masterplan. 

I would like something that would benefit the whole 
of Bo'ness  run by local folks not FDC. 
 

Noted.  We will work with partners to create and deliver a 
Masterplan with a range of opportunities for 
community ownership and benefit. 
 

Develop garden around the community and a 
teaching facility aimed at improving the 
environment and traditional skills. Learning hub for 
horticulture, bee keeping and educating locals and 
visitors on the areas rich heritage. Visitor 
centre/cafe to be developed in the long term. 
 

These kinds of ideas are of interest to many 
stakeholders and have been well-received by the 
majority of respondents to the consultation. 

Community growing, gardening, training/education 
facilities with café will be included in the draft 
Masterplan. 
 

The 2 men who are already doing a great job, I'd like 
to see it kept for the foodbank. 
 

Noted. Opportunities for community food growing, 
including growing affordable produce for sale and 
for donation to local food bank projects will be 
included on the draft Masterplan. 
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You said Council Response We’ll do 

Lots if potential  that needs to be developed and 
complement the other  developments in the house 
museum  and woods 
 

A visitor attraction feasibility study for the wider 
Kinneil Estate will be undertaken during 2020. Each 
of these plans will complement and inform the other 

Bring masterplan exercise for walled garden into 
discussions around the wider estate. 

A masterplan and feasibility study was developed by 
an Edinburgh architecture practice a few years ago 
which I gave feedback for. The study had lots of 
good ideas. The best idea was to create a new cafe 
with toilets as the estate is lacking these at the 
moment. 
 

The idea for a café facility at the Walled Garden has 
been well received by respondents to this 
consultation. 

Café will be included in the draft Masterplan. 

I hope that whatever is chosen be sustainable and 
well maintained. The vandalism in the town is high 
and I would not want to see anything that is put 
here be ignored and left to ruin 
 

Noted.  No action required. 

Any men’s shed type project must also include 
women! 
 

Noted and agreed.  No action required. 

It’s sad to see the nursery closed and lack of colour 
in our high streets due to budget cuts. Such sad 
times 
 

Noted. No action required. 

I would like to still see a section used to plant the 
plants for the town it has done for many years and 
would be a shame to lose that. 
 

There is an opportunity for a group (community 
group, social enterprise or commercial operator) to 
take on the large glasshouse for this type of activity. 
If there is an organisation willing to do this, the 
Council is open to discussing lease terms for this 
purpose. 
 

Opportunity for social or commercial operator (or 
community group) to lease large glasshouses will 
be included in the draft Masterplan. 

I think a number of the proposals could be 
incorporated together  e.g. men shed and honey 
bee project could work as part of bigger proposal 
 

Agreed. Men’s Shed and honey bee project will be included 
in the draft Masterplan. 
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You said Council Response We’ll do 

Project to help men’s mental health. Sheds to show 
skills and lost trades to younger generation. 
Workshops could be held. Something to get tourists 
to area 
 

These ideas have been well received by most 
respondents to the consultation. 

Men’s Shed and training/education facilities will be 
included in the draft Masterplan. 

Love the idea of the Secret Garden also. 
 
This is an amazing space that has such potential to 
attract visitors to that end of town. Involving the 
schools in development may also be an incredible 
way to embed things into the town and build 
sustainability and interest? 
 

Agreed. Sustainable Thinking Scotland have an 
ambitious ‘Sustainable Citizens’ education 
programme that may be of interest to local schools. 

We will continue discussions with Children’s 
Services and local schools to try and establish 
longer term and more sustainable school 
involvement at Kinneil Walled Garden. 

A space that benefits the local residents and has 
wider community and environmental benefits. I was 
pleased by the suggestions already made and think 
lots of them have potential perhaps even bringing 
some of the ideas together. 
 

Noted.  No action required. 

A community led horticultural and sustainable food 
provider, with local authority’s not providing flora 
and fauna, local groups could grow their own for the 
towns. Currently fresh produce is grown for 
foodbanks and this must be retained, skills in 
horticulture and other land based skills should be 
open to scholarships and other means of learning 
and accreditation. 
 

Noted. The draft Masterplan will include opportunities for: 

 community food growing, including growing 
affordable produce for sale and for donation 
to local food bank projects; 

 skills training facilities; and  

 educational opportunities. 

Community use with skills enterprises, which could 
also incorporate space for local artists/crafts who 
could offer apprenticeship opportunities. 
 
 
 

This could add value to the range of community and 
visitor activities at Kinneil, and within the walled 
garden. 

Opportunities for artists/crafts space will be 
included in the draft Masterplan. 
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You said Council Response We’ll do 

I think whatever is done it would be great to have a 
place for the youth of Boness to have somewhere to 
go and get involved. A place to entice more visitors 
would be great, like a park with toilet cafe facilities. 
 

There are opportunities for youth involvement as 
part of the development and ongoing care of the 
walled garden – either through formal training, or 
informal volunteering opportunities. 

Skills training/education and Café facilities will be 
included in the draft Masterplan. 

A walled garden with a Roman heritage theme 
incorporating a much needed cafe. 

This idea has been well-received during public 
consultation. 
 

Roman-themed garden area and café will be 
included in the draft Masterplan. 

I'd like to see it returned to what it was used for 
when Kinneil House was in its heyday, supplying 
produce for the house. The produce could be used 
for the food bank, cafe etc. 
 

This idea has been well-received during public 
consultation. 

Food growing and café facilities will be included in 
the draft Masterplan. 

Think it needs to be used for the community and 
any outcomes get ploughed back into the 
community.  I wouldn’t like to see it be used 
commercially. 
 

Noted. However, there are opportunities for a 
community group, social enterprise and/or 
commercial operator to make use of parts of the site 
for growing fruit, vegetables and plants, or to create 
improved facilities for visitors to Kinneil Estate. 
These types of use could complement any 
community use of the site. 
 

No action required. 

Involve children & young people - local schools & 
children’s charities 
 

Sustainable Thinking Scotland have an ambitious 
‘Sustainable Citizens’ education programme that 
may be of interest to local schools. 
 
There are also opportunities for youth involvement 
as part of the development and ongoing care of the 
walled garden through formal training or through 
volunteering opportunities. 
 

No action required. 

It's a large space. So can accommodate a wide 
variety of uses. Very tempted to request all of the 
above. 
 

Noted. No action required. 
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You said Council Response We’ll do 

A Visitor centre and cafe would be a great addition 
to the estate for visitors to utilise and be able to 
relax.  Kid’s areas and/or indoor play based facilities 
will be great for families to enjoy and bring lots of 
income.  More visitors using the facilities then 
attract more investment that could support more 
training/development type activities in a more 
sustainable way. 
 

Noted. Visitor Centre and indoor facilities should be 
considered as part of ongoing discussions about a 
potential Visitor Centre for Kinneil Estate/Antonine 
Wall.  
 
A feasibility study looking at improving visitor 
facilities across the Kinneilestate will be 
commissioned by Falkirk Council and Historic 
Environment Scotland in 2020.  
 

Café facilities will be included in the draft 
Masterplan. A Visitor Centre and associated ideas 
will be considered in conjunction with the visitor 
attraction Feasibility Study for the wider Kinneil 
Estate, which will be undertaken during 2020. 

Honey bee. I think it would be a great investment to 
train people in Bee keeping. These skills are falling 
away we need to preserve this skill. Honey can be 
marketed and sold to the public as made on the 
historical site, however we need to invest in this. 
This would be a brilliant site for this, along with the 
food bank project and, the man shed could also be 
included in all three projects.  

Noted Bee project, food bank/community growing and 
‘Men’s Shed’ project will all be included in the draft 
Masterplan. 

Include as many school children as possible and 
those with mental health, dementia and PTSD. Have 
harvest sales to invest in other projects in the 
Walled Garden. 
 

Sustainable Thinking Scotland have an ambitious 
‘Sustainable Citizens’ education programme that 
may be of interest to local schools. 
 
Volunteering opportunities will be available to a 
range of people which will enable participants to 
enjoy the many physical and mental well-being 
benefits associated with projects like this. 
 

No action required. 

you cover the ideas I had and more in your 
suggestions above 
 

Noted No action required. 

Community allotment site with on site cafe local 
produce / school and university visits for education 
and skills workshops including adult education. 
 

Noted. Community growing, educational facilities and café 
facilities will all be included on the draft site 
Masterplan. 
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You said Council Response We’ll do 

Community Garden/outdoor learning space, flower 
bed allocated to each school or community group to 
be maintained by them as part of outdoor learning, 
community space for people wishing to learn about 
growing, forestry 
 
Family picnic area, adventure trails and for kids 
Id love to see Kinneil Estate become a thriving busy 
community and family place, it has so much 
potential not being used 
 

Sustainable Thinking Scotland have an ambitious 
‘Sustainable Citizens’ education programme that 
may be of interest to local schools. 
 
 
 
These ideas could work well with the concept of a 
‘secret garden’ within the walled garden. 

Community growing, educational facilities and 
‘secret garden’ will all be included on the draft site 
Masterplan. 

It should not be a commercial site.  It should 
enhance the historic area that it is in.  The cottage 
should be used as a home. Plenty people waiting on 
the housing list. 
 

Falkirk Council’s housing department has confirmed 
that the Cottage requires significant investment to 
bring it to a suitable standard for renting as a house. 
As such, the Council is keen to explore other options 
for the property’s use.  
 
There are opportunities within the Walled Garden 
for a community group, social enterprise and/or 
commercial operator to grow fruit, vegetables and 
plants, or to create improved facilities for visitors to 
Kinneil Estate. These types of use could complement 
any community use of the site. 
 

In line with the Kinneil Estate masterplan, the 
Cottage is currently being considered for different 
uses, for example as a training kitchen/café facility 
 
Explore appropriate opportunities for community 
groups, social enterprise and commercial use of 
the site as part of the draft Masterplan for Kinneil 
Walled Garden. 
 
 
 

It's a crying shame that I even have to pick a 
foodbank as my first choice, but I do thing that will 
help those most needing support in our community. 
 

Noted. Opportunities for community food growing, 
including growing affordable produce for sale and 
for donation to local food bank projects will be 
included on the draft Masterplan. 
 

I think there should be a number of allotments for 
hire at a reasonable rent 
 

Noted. We will investigate what is feasible in terms 
of numbers of allotments/community growing plots 
as we begin to draw up the masterplan.  If 
allotments are created, a suitable group will need to 
be established to manage the site for this purpose. 

Community growing will be included on the draft 
Masterplan. 
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You said Council Response We’ll do 

I think the current ideas are excellent. Cafe, toilet 
facilities, community hub and educational and skills 
development benefits coupled with the existing 
Kinneil Museum ticks all the boxes. 
 

Noted. Café facilities, community hub and educational and 
skills development will be included on the draft 
Masterplan. 

Food co-op to sell locally grown, reasonably priced 
fruit and vegetables to the elderly and disabled in 
the town. Or supply fresh ingredients for meals on 
wheels, for those who are not able to cook for 
themselves. 
 

This would tie in well with the other activities 
proposed for the site.  If there is a social enterprise 
or community group keen to do this, it is something 
we would welcome as a positive addition to other 
activities on site. 

Opportunities for social enterprise, including 
fruit/veg sales will be included on the draft 
Masterplan. 

I'm quite sure the site is large enough to incorporate 
bees and food bank.  I think visitor centre with cafe 
would bring jobs to the town and could bring people 
from surrounding towns to visit the estate and 
enjoy walks and cycle routes 

Noted. Bee project and food bank farm will be included in 
the draft Masterplan. 

As a public health Dietitian working in NHS Forth 
Valley I think the cooking classes would be great, 
from seed to pot to plate, growing crops then using 
the produce in cookery classes. Upskilling 
individuals in our local community to shop cook and 
eat well for good health. 
 

Noted. Food growing and training kitchen/café facilities 
will be included in the draft Masterplan. 

Community fruit and veg garden could be combined 
with a honey bee project allowing produce to be 
grown and educational projects run 
 

Agreed. Food growing, bee project and educational 
facilities/opportunities will be included in the draft 
Masterplan. 

Communal garden used for teaching basic 
horticulture and also helping local wildlife that is 
under threat 
 

Noted Training opportunities and community growing and 
gardening will be included in the draft Masterplan. 

Education and historical use  
Child friendly 
 

Noted. No action required at this time. 



13 
 

You said Council Response We’ll do 

A learning zone for local schools. Allotments 
managed by each school. Allotments allocated to 
interested local groups or individuals. Eg Fair 
committee, keen gardeners. Etc. 
 

Sustainable Thinking Scotland have an ambitious 
‘Sustainable Citizens’ education programme that 
may be of interest to local schools. 
 
Community growing plots for different groups or 
individuals is also a key component of current 
aspirations for the walled garden. 
 

School growing plots and community growing plots 
will be included in the draft Masterplan. 

We could run classes in men's shed for everyone 
even include the unincluded due to being disabled 
etc. 
 
Flower arrangements wreath making etc. 
 
Reuse properties that are vacant for use for 
everyone children and adults. Run classes. 

Noted. 
 
 
 
This would tie in with events and activities proposed. 
 
We will consider options for reusing the Cottage. 

Men’s Shed style project will be included in the 
draft Masterplan. 

I like the idea for the cafe visitor centre and toilets 
due to there being very little and family’s visits 
some o.a.p and some disabled people visit with no 
where to got a toilets dog walkers bird watchers 
fitness people would love to be able to grab a cuppa 
and quick bite while on the go.  
 
My daughter would love somewhere to grow and 
pick fresh fruit and veg locally as I don't drive.  
We could have pumpkins patches.  
Do harvest festivals 
 

Noted. Café facilities and community growing will be 
included in the draft Masterplan.  This could allow 
opportunities for further engagement events such 
as the harvest festival, or pick your own 
opportunities. 
 
Visitor centre ideas will be considered as part of 
the Feasibility Study for the wider Kinneil Estate to 
be carried out in 2020. 
  

Anything which keeps the area used and not falling 
into disrepair will be a positive thing. 
 

Noted No action required. 

Community garden used for teaching basic 
horticulture and gardening , beehives , and used to 
help other local threatened wildlife 
 

These ideas tie in well with the aspirations for 
community growing, garden space(s), volunteering 
and training opportunities that can be delivered on 
the site. 

Community garden, bee project and 
educational/training facility will be included in 
draft Masterplan. 
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You said Council Response We’ll do 

I would like to see this space set over for allotment 
type growing areas. I feel with the uncertainty 
surrounding Europe, food imports being threatened 
it is an ideal time and opportunity to plan a venture 
such as this. 
 

Community growing project has been well-received 
as part of this consultation. We will explore 
opportunities for larger plots as the masterplan is 
developed. 

Community growing/small allotment plots to be 
included in draft Masterplan. 

I feel it should be used for the benefit of Bo'ness 
 

Noted. The proposals will benefit the communities 
of Bo’ness. 
 

No action required. 

Perhaps other related new ideas might be explored 
– for example tourist accommodation, or a youth 
hostel? An inspiring example which springs to mind 
of a brand new building which successfully 
combines various such uses and visitor 
facilities/experiences is The Sill, at Hadrian’s Wall. 
 

This is an innovative and inspiring project that may 
work well at Kinneil Estate – either within the walled 
garden, or at another location within the Estate. A 
business case is required to demonstrate the 
viability of development of this nature and scale. 

Explore options for visitor centre, tourist 
accommodation, etc as part of the Feasibility Study 
for the wider Kinneil Estate. 

The use should reflect and be related to the rest of 
the estate surrounding the house. Visitor’s facilities 
to such a unique historical property are required 
and would encourage visitors to linger. In addition 
this option creates employment opportunities and 
complements the master plan. It could include 
elements of the other ideas also - e.g. growing beds, 
community involvement, sheds and social 
enterprise, and bee hives could all still be part of the 
visitor complex. 
 

Noted. Larger infrastructure and building 
development will be considered in conjunction with 
the Feasibility Study to be undertaking during 2020 
for the wider Kinneil Estate.  

Explore options for visitor facilities as part of the 
Feasibility Study for the wider Kinneil Estate. The 
community growing, social enterprise and bee 
project will be included in the draft Masterplan for 
the Walled Garden. 

Back to its original purpose. Why do we need more 
visitors and tourists? There would be more cars etc. 
It is beautiful and peaceful as it is. It feels like the 
countryside, not part of a town. The town centre on 
the other hand does need more visitors and projects 
directed in that direction to help the businesses and 
economy. 
 

Noted. Attracting more visitors and providing 
facilities for them is one way of generating ongoing 
funding to reinvest in future site maintenance. These 
could work well alongside community growing and 
gardening projects within the Walled Garden area. 

Food growing and garden space will be included in 
draft Masterplan. 
 
Explore options for visitor facilities as part of the 
Feasibility Study for the wider Kinneil Estate due to 
take place during 2020. 
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You said Council Response We’ll do 

Shame to waste the green houses when people are 
hungry. Really good to see some kind of cafe 
especially one where the large number of dog 
walkers can go. Could be a real flagship and 
community project with high quality training, plenty 
of chances for locals to get involved and a place to 
meet and eat / get a drink. Crucial that there will be 
a coordinated approach and a central point / group 
for any volunteers and people to see what is 
happening. At the moment lots of little bits of good 
work by a huge number of different groups but no 
overall plan. As sustainable living scotland is already 
there they may be a good central point. I don't want 
to see an expensive non-approachable corporate 
event place but something more community run 
and led. The Roman garden seems a nice to have 
that can follow when other bits done. I would be 
slightly concerned about bee keeping where public 
need access and lots of community and school 
groups are working; there may be better places on 
the estate. 
 

Noted.  
 
The large greenhouses may need to be offered to 
the market to assess demand for this facility from 
either a social enterprise or commercial operator. 
 
We will explore options for the best location for any 
beehives within Kinneil Estate, however, the bee 
project itself could perhaps still be run from the 
Walled Garden. With good training facilities being 
considered at this site, there are opportunities for 
running short courses. 
 
 

The draft Masterplan will include opportunities for: 

 café and training facilities;  

 community food growing, including growing 
affordable produce for sale and for donation 
to local food bank projects; and 

 quiet garden area  
 

Not only would a visitor centre with cafe and toilets 
be great for Kinneil, it would be great for the whole 
town. I think a lot of inspiration could be taken from 
Lews Caste on the Isle of Lewis. It’s got a stunning 
cafe and visitor centre. Having a similar facility at 
Kinneil, even if smaller in size, would be fantastic. 
Kinneil Estate is such a lovely place to go for a walk 
and is therefore a perfect location for a cafe serving 
sandwiches, cakes, coffees and ice creams. This 
would really encourage people to visit Kinneil and 
engage with local heritage. I appreciate this requires 
a lot of investment, which is why I think the Bee 
Project is a good alternative. This is something local 

Noted.  Visitor Centre and associated ideas will be 
considered in conjunction with the Feasibility Study 
for the wider Kinneil Estate due to take place 
during 2020. 
 
The draft Masterplan will include opportunities for: 

 bee project 

 café facilities; and 

 community food growing, including growing 
affordable produce for sale and for donation 
to local food bank projects. 
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schools could maybe get involved in. I also think a 
Food Bank Farm is a great idea! Both of these 
projects are excellent but I fear that they will “fizzle 
out” over time and the land will go to waste again. I 
think it would be more logical to invest in a more 
permanent setup and play to Kinneil’s strengths as 
being a site of historical importance. There’s much 
to be celebrated in the town’s history and much to 
be gained from having an attractive, engaging and 
outreaching visitor centre beside Kinneil House! 
 

 
 
WHAT WILL HAPPEN NEXT? 
 
Falkirk Council will work with our consultants WSP to draw up a draft Masterplan showing how the preferred potential uses can be accommodated 
spatially within the Walled Garden. We aim to have this completed by October 2020. 
 
We will invite key stakeholders to help us develop an Action Plan for delivering the Walled Garden Masterplan together. A Feasibility Study looking at 
visitor facilities across the wider Kinneil Estate will be carried out in 2020. This will complement the existing masterplan for Kinneil Estate, and 
together, these three pieces of work will provide a cohesive strategy for Kinneil Estate and its Walled Garden.  
 
Once agreed, we will begin fundraising and working on priority actions to make the Walled Garden project a vibrant and dynamic reality. 
 
In the meantime Sustainable Thinking Scotland will be using most of the site to continue to develop their food growing, educational and recycling 
programmes.  A temporary extended lease has been agreed with STS, which will run until March 2021.  STS original lease for part of the southern end 
of the site will continue as agreed.  This lease currently runs until 2026. 


